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Federal mrn- Carnrnlssmn 

I houmids 01' A t i u  i cm coiisuiiieis have aheady eyxesxd  their o p p o s ~ t i ~  %@??@%'option of a 
"hoadcast flap" I ani wiring to 1mii  tiieiii As a uw of olxn-source softwae, adoption of the broadcast flag 
will i n a n  1 a m  uublc to i o x i v e  digital ~e:Icvi~. io i i  bioadcasts on my computer 

Adopting the broadcast flag will nuke the TCC stand fix "Te&~-al Computsr Colmol" ~ I u c h  I S  outside its 
1pio1x1 iolc I1 i s  no1 11u FCc's lplaw to e f h t i v e l y  choose the soHwae licenses 01 con~ptitei olwating system 
L I W I  u ) i i ~ i u i ~ e i ~  I I ~ L L V  LLSC in ortlei io watch digital tclevi~iion hioadcast on their coii~puters 

Additionally, adopuon of the broadcast flag will Imiii inno\iation Many users of open-source softwa~e a ~ e  
~oi i ip i i tc i  progmuiiers diitl "tnkcius" who work to improve the sofiware. Then conwbutions and conmiit 
~iiiiovat~oii is wlut inakes open-soiucc software able to compete in the marketplace 

llir broadcast flag I-& advocaied by die MPAA wil l  ban opcn-source ~~q~lenui i ta t ions  of VSB and QAM 
iiiodiilntors and driiiodulatoi-s. lpic~.cii~iiig I ~ ~ X ' I I - S ~ U I % C  progammers fiom uuiovatuig in field of digtal 
ColllnllUlIC3tloils tecllluques u s d  by televlslon 

Most Aiie~ica~is ass~uiial  illrlt w k i i  telev!sioii became d i g ~ t ~ l .  vieweis would be able to domore with 
te l rv ivon prog?mnrmng. 1101 less Witlioi~t i i i i i n ~ m v r  new ~products anti flexibility in the ways consiuners are 
dhlc to ~,dicIi 1V, co iuuwrh  will be l a b  iiidincd to inves 111 the eqwpmnent tu view dig~ia l  television 
Ilierilfoic, thc broadcast flag I \  likcly to slow adoption of diutal television in additlon to &g it i l legal lo 
watch c l i ~ i t a l  t c I c v ~ ~ i o ~ i  oii J cony7iLtei using o ~ x i ~ i o t u c e  software I t  is for these leasons 1 t ~ g ~  you to 
Ipioniotc tiic d ig~ta l  tclcviwm tiaixitioii by o p l ~ s i n g  adoption orthe hoadcast flag 

51llWI d y ,  

IIioiiw> Belote 
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Dear ('oininiwoner Kevin I Maiuii 

~.:-~liousands of' hiiei icui consuniers lhw already expressed their opposition to the FCCs adoptroil of a 
"broadcast flag" I xn witing to loin them As a uex of open-source software, adoption of the broadcast flag 
~ 1 1 1 1  ma i l  I am unable to sccci~e rlig~ltal tclc\iFioii bsoadcasts 011 m y  conqutci 

Adoptiiig dit. bioadcau flag will nuke rlic ICC stand for "Trdeial Compute1 Control" whch I S  outride its 
~ p i i > p z i ~  role It i s  I~OTTIE Fer> place tn rffenively chwse die software licenses 01 comptitel olxsating systeim 
t h i  wiis~u~iei~ iiiiis~ use i n  oidcr to watch digital television bioadwst on them conxiuters 

Atltlitioilally. ddnptlon 01th~ bioadcasi flag wil l  Imm inriovation Many Gels of aim-source sofmae ale 
~ impi i te i  Iprogrmuners and "tulkciers" who work to mqirove die software Theu coiitr-ibutions and coiista~it 
iruiovat~on is w h t  i d e s  opeo-souce software able to conlpete In the imketplace 

Tiit. binadcasi llag iule aduocateil I);, the MPAA will ban open-source in~ilenleiitations of VSU and QAM 
modulators a i d  tlemodulators. ~pieentmp o~xii-sou~cc propaiiiiicss fiom Iiuiovatlng in field of digml 
ciiiiiiiiuucatioii~ iecIuuqw\ used by televisioii 

Miict Aniei imi s  assuiied tim wlwi  tclrvision kcarne drgtal. wcwrs would be able to do more witli 
r e l e i w o n  pin@ ;iiiuiung. wit less Without i i i i io\iative new products and flexibility in the ways co~isw~iers ate 
dblc IO watch TV, c o n s m e ~ s  wil l  be le>> incliiud to invest III the qwprnrn t  to view di&gtd televirlon 
Tlieieli~e, the Iirrixlcast f lsy  IS likely to slow adoption of digtal  iele~~sion in additlori to indung it i l legal to 
u,JicIi digit11 tclcvision 011 a conq~utci uuig opensource software I t  I S  fos these seasons I urge you to 
Ipiomotc ihc digta l  tclcvisioii iramitioii by oplwsing adoption of the broadcast flag << 

Awle lion1 ~ 1 ~ 1  I S  aheatly said, T t lutlk;  1:'s t1111t. Ibl h e  TCC to staii uuulgnwie abori h e  Anierican 
conwiuiic:s and less foi "big tuiie hollywnod" 'I'hmkyou for your tin= 

Slllcelely 

J o h  T Mon IF 
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Steven u Slanlps 
5022 S Giccilwond AW 
('lxcdgo, I L  60615 
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N e i l  Wlielcliel 
I' 0 Hox 20x2 
Joshm Tree. Ca 

NOV 0 7 2003 

Thousand:. of  hie^ icilli COIISUIII~I:. llilve altcady rspresscd thrii opposition to the F-CCs adoption of a 
"htoailLast flag" 1 an NI iting to 1oin tlietii As a usei of oiwn-souce sofmare, adoption oftlie broadcast tlag 
will tiicilli I an i  ~ u u b l ~ '  to w ~ c i ~ c  clig~wl t e l c v i w m  bioadcasts onmy cowputcl It will also forcc n m y  lpcoplc 
to ~p~uctlrlse durc 1)atty plotIiict< s i i l i  a b  clowd S O L U C ~  nperauiig systems o f w h ~ l i  there i w y  only be one to 
clioose fiom (Srr\,ing ouly to ftutlici estihlisii a :iioiiopoIy ) Tlus also 1x1s the side effect of adding nxuiy 
c\t i r l   COS.'^ to t i e  coi l~~i i~lr i  as a l l  o r t l i e  tle\~eloptiient will lube IO be h i e  a t  the coi-lwrate level Also, siiicc 
w:11 wmkq would lx considered 'trade seciets'. die woik would not be available foi othei- viewpouts leadiiig 
10 a yeiieixl lack of qttality did cori~patibil i ty (Eveiyone would have to sun  fioiii scratch, even hot& sinxlar 
01 the sane thing Ius A r i l d y  brei1 tione ) If  we ale dealuig with a 'standard' foi itre by the public. it has to be 
,I p~ibl ic staiidxil. not D u ade seci-et! 

Adopiing die bioadcast flag will nuke lite FCC stand fbi "Fedcia1 Co~i~putei Comol" wluch I S  outside its 
pinpa !ole It i s  iiot the K(3 1,lace to e h m v e l y  chaise the s o h a e  Iiceiiscs or coinputer olxiating systctil~ 
t1i.11 wiisiliiieis i i i w  use in oi ih  to watch digital telcuisioii hroadwst on their conqiutcrs 

4dditioi~Ily. adopuon ot'the bi oadwn llay will l l a i i i i  iiuiovatioii M a ~ i y  users ofolwii-source softwtwaie ut: 
coiiiptilci pi~ograiiuici~s rliitl "unkcicr\" who woi k to iiiqxobs the softuae Tliell- coiiu ibutioiis ilnd coiistdiit 

uuioviition i s  w1i;it nuke.; opeii-soilice w R w a i e  able to rnnqwte in the inarkrtplace 

The h a d c a s t  flag iiilr a d w c a r d  by the MPAA will ban open-source ti~q~leii~entatiot~s of VSB and QAM 
modulatoia and dciiiociulatoi-s. ~pieveiituig olxii-sotuce ~xoptntners  from miovatug iii field of d i g a l  
coiiuiiwiicatioiis tccliniqirs u w I  by tclcbisioii 

\ h t  Atitcriuii\ assluiied d m  N ~ I I  klewsinn l ~ ~ a i i i e  digml. vieweis would be able to doinore w d i  
tele\riqioti propaiiitiuiq, l i d  l c s  Without iiuiovative new picducts mid flexibility 111 thc ways coiisiuiieis ale 
able to watch W .  COIIIUI~I~IS will be less inclined lo iiivest ni the equpiiieilt to view digtal televisioil 
1 licickiie, the bioadcast llay is likely t o  slow adoptioii oFdigItal ielevision 111 addillon to iilakuig il illegal 10 

W ~ ~ L I I  tligital televisioti on J computet using oFiiTotucc soflwae 11 IF for the%e :casoiis I urge you 1o 

pioiiiot< tlic digitdl telcvi~ioii tralisitioii Ihy oplmsing adoption of the bioadcast flag 

1 



wallel p1eSton 
166 <nudiwood dr 
statesbfille, NC28677 

1 Iiousands of' Aiici icilll coi~uniei-s have already expressed their opposition to the €CCs adoption of a 
"biwadcast flag" I mi wi iti.yc tn loiii thein As a uscr of own-soluce sofiwue, adoption of the broadcast flag 
will iiicaii I ilin iuublc to icccivc digiwl lclevisioii broadcasts on my coimputci- 

Adoprii'p the bmadcast f l ~ g  will nwAe 1lie I'CC stand foi "Federal Computer Coiiu-01" whch  i s  outsidc its 
pin1x'i iolc I t  I F  not tlie FC"".; pI;icc io effectively choose thc so&xe Iiceiises or coinpiiter o1xi;img systems 
IIWI u)ii\uuIieis iiiust use iii ordci to umch digiwl ~clcvisioii broadcast on rilrir conyputers 

Additioilally, adopunii o f h c  b::dcaa f lag wil l  Imin iimovatioii h i y  useis of olxii-source softwar l e  
coinputci Ipro&raiinnei s aiitl "tinkeieis" u,ho wnrh to inqxove tlic sortware. Theu mimibutions a i d  coiiwm 
i i i i iovation IS whi t  iwke.; c)pc11-~o~uce ~ o f i w a e  able to wiiqpete in the mal-kctplace 

The hioadcart llay d e  adwxared by ilic MPAA will bau opeii-'io~Uce inyJlcinen:a:mns of VSD aid QAM 
iiii)(liilJtors aiid cicinixlidaturs. Ipicvciniiig oIwii-soiucc I i rogrmers  fioin i n n o v a u q  in field of digital 
Col1uIlUIuCatlolls tecluuqws useti by :elev1s1on 

Uost Aiiicricans assiuiial ha1 wlieii wlevision kcanie digml. vieweis would be able to domore with 
t d m i s i i i i i  progmnnuq.  i i m  le.;% Without iiinwiitive new plnchcts and flexibility in tlie ways consiunei s are 
dblc tu wilrcli W .  constunei-s will bc le55 incliiied tu  i n v e s  ui tlie qupment to wew digral tdeviuon 
TIieiethie, the broadcast tlag is likely to s l o w  adopiion of diptal television in  addition to ~mkuig it i l legal  to 
wdicii digital telewrion on a coiiqxitei i ~ n g  opn-source softwae It IS for diese reasons 1 luge you to 
~pioinntc die dig~ui l  tclcviwxi t i - o i ~ t i o n  by q > p s i i q  adoptioii of thc broadcast flag 

sillu.lcly. 

w al le 1 131 es1o11 
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Gicgoiy Hougldand 
3317 Wateiloo Kd 
Colulel SVIIIC,  ni 47331 
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Flank Shulse 
103 Bichiell St 
Coluihia,MO 65203 
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D t m n  Tack 
I I M e  Drive 
Greenwich, CT 06831 
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V a l  Hamiotid 
25 s~lslulle Ct 
Galt. CA 95632 
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1)eii Coinmiwoiici Kevin I Maiiin 

I mi vchenicntly opposed to the F'c'c"s adoption o fa  "bmadcast flay" As a user of open-sotrce softwate, 
Jdopuon of the hmadca5t flag will iiicaii I am ulable to leceive di#IA telewsioii hi-oadcasts onmy coinputn 

' I  l ie perwml  t i e e d n a ~  that [enjoy as ail olw-souctl u w  wil l  be sigiiiticandy iesnicted. iwt becauw I'm 
Ihiedhing the l aw  but bccatisc I MGI lT break the law The oppresive stiong- ann tactics O ~ I I X J J O ~  cor~wi-at~oix 
iluii't Ixloiig~ in a socicty ol'hcc ~ ~ I c ; J s  and uuiobatioii I n  addition, these restnetions will have a clulling cffcxt 
io11 ALL iiuio\'atioi~, not jtst in the rlla of digiwl bioaticasis 

111 nulung t h s  decision. yo11 :iiusi 1111nk dccply a b u t  tiit' benefits to a l l  American5 not to just a few select 
ioqmrmoiis Instead ofticdung all Amnicuis as CI m111131~. you sliould reinvigorate LIE concepi ol'"Saii use" 
.ind apply Iptuilshmeiits a id  iestrictions only to diose who are clea~ly biedung the law 

Srnal?Iy 

Jo.in Nieltit 
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Joseph I L  k l l  
2677 C:b.cyeiiiie Lh 
Las C i x e s .  \JM 88011 

Tl~ousands or Amai ican colL\Luixih iu\,c aheady explessed their opposiuon IO LIx FCCs adoption of a 
"1)ioatlcasl flag" I am witmg to loin them As a user ofoix.n-souce sofhvare, adoption of dic broadcast flap 
wil l  iiican 1 a 1 1  tuublc to ICCCIK digital Ic lcvis ion bioadcasts oiiiny conputcr 

Adopting dic h~iiadcdst tlag will 11wk.e die 1 CC ~ r i l i i t l  foi "Tedeial Coinputel- Control" which is outside 115 

~ptopc.~ iole It IF lint the FC'C's 1pI:iw io rlTectively chmse the sofbzue Iiceiise~ oi comptiter olxratiny systcins 
tlm coii\tuiicis i n w  use in ordei ro u.mcli digiwl telebisioii broadcast 011 their computers 

Additioilally, adoptioii oftlie b!mdcast f lag will lmin inno\~ation M a n y  mei-s of opeii-source softwaie are 
coiiipulei [pl-i~giammei s ait3 "tulkciers" wiio work to iiiqii ove the software Theu conu-ibutions and consw~ii  
iiiiio\mon is what makes opeii-souce sofiwarc able to conq)ete in the iilaiketplace 

Ihc bioadcast tlag rule acI\mated by the MPAA wil l  bzui opeii-soutce i inpleieiitations of VSB a id  QAM 
modulator, dnd tlciiiodula~or~. Ipieveiirinp oIxii-sou-ce p~npaiiltiiers horn mnovaung in f ield of digtal 
coniiiiunications tccluuques used hy television 

MOYI Aineiicans assutiial tiwt wlieii television Ixcanie di@tal. vicwei-s would be able to do more with 
ICICVISIOII prop aiiiiiuig, iiot lcss Without iixiowtive i z w  products and flexibility i i i  the ways constunei s ale 

I liarfore. tlic bioadcast fl.1g IS  l ikcly IO slow adopiion of d ig t a l  telcvisioi i  i n  addiuoii to iimkng I I  illegal to 

watch digiral telt'bisioti oil il compiaei uii ig o/xn-souce mRwae It I S  foi Liese leasons I urge you lo 
pioino~c :hc digiral tclcvisioii ti'aiisitioii by oplwsiiig adopiion of thc hi-oadcast tlag 

1 lieie i i i is t  Ix a Lxnei way LO avo id  pud~iiig tixri flus Please icqtiiie die indusuy IO coiiie up witl~ a k t k i  
pl i in  that addreqsch these coiicems 

Jowph tl Brll. MI1 

J b l C  10 M'JtCIl m, L t J l l h l l l l l ~ l S  Wil l  Ik IC\\ I l l ~ l i l l ~ d  1 0  l l l V C \ t  Ill rhe ~ l U ~ ~ l l l t ! l l t  to View dlutd t d t l V l S l O l l .  

5iUCel cly. 

losrph k t  kll 
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Rihcil C Wilson. V 
X61 I k. 631-d Strect So 
Dei  hy, KS 67037 
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Thouwick of h i c i  icaii coiisutiict s h a w  ahcady e.\piessed their opposition to die FCC's adoption of a 
"bioadcart flag" I am WI itit% to pir. eiei i~ As a mer of olw-soure softwxe, adoption of die bioadcast flag 
wll iiiciiii I an i  uublc  to rccc ivc  digtal tclcbision broadcasts oniny computcr 

Adopting h c  hrnadcast flag ~ 1 1 1  1 1 d e  rile rCC ~tmd io1 Tedelal Conqute~ Coliwol" d u c h  IS outside ITS 

piiqxi I ole I t  I S  iint the FC("r lp lnr~ to effectively c l~oose tlic ~oftwnrc licenses or conyliiier olxiar~ng system 
11191 Coiisunci s t i i u t  UFC i n  ol-del to wmch digital television broadcast on theii- conyliitei-s 

Atidiuoiully. atloptloii oftlie bioatlwhl flag wil l  lwiii iiniowuon Many uscis of olxi~-soul%e softwaie ate 
co~iiputci pi-og-aii~iiess aiid "tiiikei er," who work to inqxove the soiiwue. Tlieu wiitl-ibuitioiis aiid coii~uiif 

iiuio\~atic~ii ir wlut iwke.; opeii-sowe soffwuc able to coiiq,ete in the nnrketplace 

T!ic bio~ld~il.;t flag nile advocated by the M P A A  will ban open-sout-ce in~plei~ieiitatioiis of VSB and QAM 
tiio(iu1aiorz and tlemoddatois. lpiewituig oIxii-x)trce p i  ogi.ammers fiom uuiovating 111 field of digtal 
coIlllllIuucallolls I e L h I U q l l e h  listxi by lc lc \ . lF lou 

\4oh! A11ia i c u i  ~ S ~ U I I I L X I  that when televir ion k u m e  di,qtal. vicwei F would be able to do nioie with 
~CICVICIOI I  ~pii>g;iiiiiiung, not less Witlimit iiiiiou1iw new pxoducts aiid flexibility i n  the ways coI1siumers aic 

l l i e i  efol-e, tile broaticast flag i s  likely to 40w adoption of d ig ta l  television 111 additioii to m h l g  it il legal to 
wJtcIi digital television on J coiiq)u~et uing qxii-soucc softwae I t  is foi tlicsc 1-ee3soiis 1 luge you tu 
Ipiuiiiotc thc digital tclcbision Ii-aiwtion by op~ming adoption of thc broadcast flag 

.hlc I,, Wdt'!I 'W. coIWuLIleI ,  Will hc I C \ \  I I lC l l l l tX l  LO Illbeit u1 rile qLUp111e1111o view dlgltd televlslon 

nuhe latidi.iih 



Clu1le. clllllnccy 
2131 Uclla Lista St 
Widma. KS 
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Pedio Kosai-IC Baibosa 
( M e  Uiaiia XOS 
Dos PIms 
San J im.  PR 00923 
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J i m  \ 'ouhi  
61Y N Uakei Apt "U" 
9x802 
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k4dmel A Sakovsky 6 
117 Hillciest Lhivc 

Ihro.  NY 12542 

A\ il bioadcarr televisinii biewet. c'o~isuniei ofelecn-oiucs w.d coinputer products and ill1 Inteinet a i d  
coiiiputei tecluiolo&es expel1 I tuge tlic Fedcial Conunmcatioiis Comnussion to vote against the adoption of 
d "bioadcast tla& " I am ounagcd tlut tlic I T C  would considci a rcgulation would rcsuict the way I enjoy 
tele\.ision 

l-lie Iii~o:iiIcast f lae I< tleilher 111 my iiiteicst not the pd>Iic's ititei-est I t  will pievetit i i ic fiotn watching distal 
binadcasr tcle\,isioti i n  the ways 1 ctuiently q o y  aulog bioadcast trlevisioti-for example. i t  will ICXIICI my 
h l i t y  toiiiove die \,Ideo 1 have iecorded for personal viewing koni rcom-to-ioom and place-to-place 

'Ilic hroadcast flag w i l l  also I o c A  oil? my cotnputei'as il way to watch my ravotm shows usingniy choice of 
wRwue on a pliuic oi tliliii. oi to send a television clip of a lugh school football game to f a d y  and Tileiids 
OW orllly I I U E ~  en)pyable way:, or~Na~chit:g -1.v I S  a Video/Television caid ~i my couq>~te~ I ~ o i k  
I& :imiy  hour^ a (lay a id  1 feqwntly enjoy lunches a i d  breaks by using tlus tecluiology I will be veiy 
di~JpIxiiiitecl i f m y  ahility to we the iwlxiologie~ 81 m y  disposal to enjoy tny viewu~g time 

I iuihernxrre. itcotnputerc ciliiiiot licrly ieceiw digital television, how can I expect cteative developeis to 
discovet lieu' devices that ciill,le i i ~  to use coii~ent u1 c~ci t tng ways 1 haven't eken thought of? I value 
iilllovaTi\~c devi(:es l i ke  TiVn. KclilnyTV and die Windnws Media Center PC, wluch euuy today k c a u s c  they 
MCIC huult to opeii \tdndmtl\ i ~ s i i ~  mrspetaivr, uR-th-sh.hrlf computer p a t h .  

If UIC inow IO digml telebiTion d w s  iiot inake tlie public's viewmgeslmieiice inole cnjoyable. flc.\iblr n d  
c .w tug ,  d w r  cixnpclluig icawti do 1 lwvc 2s a coiistunci to buy new digital tclcvisioiicqluptncm7 A IiscnicIr 
Ipicttue is Imdly enoughleasm foi iix to t l i~pe im with all m y  curretit c o i i s m r  el tx tmncs and computet 
equipiixw1 As a C I U L ~ I I  am! vieu'ei of b~oxlcasi I ~ I ~ V I S I O I I ,  I luge you to pionlotr die digital ~ e l e v i ~ i o i ~  
twisiuoii by oplmring acloptio~i of the broadcan flag 

Slllu-t ely 

M i c l u r l  A Sakousky SI- 

1 



V M Fischei 
242X Caiyoii Cieek Drive 
Stockton, C A  95207 

Now [!ut Kcplay'W Ius enterecl o u r  !iou~eliold, we watch wlm w e  want to see when we wa l l  io see it The 
iiew Rcplay uiits cvcn allow sciidiiig tlic l e c o l d i i ~  of a pzuticular show to motlie] Rcplay user. We expoci 

I T C ' r  adoption o fa  "hioatlcas1 Ilag" seeiiis to tan tiic clock back when i t  comes to the advancement of' 
digital iclcvisioli to Impact OLU i i ~  of-tclcwslon CWII rutlie1 @ v u g  us niolc and tlioic op:ioils o w  time 

Lci!ulology 111 thc IelevIsIoIl field 

I>igiial tclcviwm I S  the cu~ivng wave a ~ i t l  p u t t u ~  tile bwkcs on OIL. design and ~rnl~lniieii~auon ofncu 
wfiwae related io it seeiix ill advised 

1 



h i b a a  M Reis 
165 llie C h i e l  Way 
Biewstn. Ma 02631 
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V M Fischei 
242X Canyon Cieek Vnve 
Stockton. CA 95207 

DGII ('oininissionc & v i r  I. Vait in 

Vow tlut KeplafIV 1x1s eii1et-ed otu Iiouscliold. we watch wlut we willit to see when we want to see It. The 
ncu' Replay Unit? eve11 allow scnding the I-ecordiy of a plulicula~ show to a~mtlier Replay user We expect 
digiral tclcvision 10 iinpact olu- u w  of television cvcn furthci @vug us imic and 11101~ options over tunc 

adoption o fa  "lxoadca,t tlag" Feeiii5 to t u i  tlie clock back when it comes to the advanument of 
tecI1nology 111 lhc. tclcVIsIoI1 field 

Digital telcvisioii i s   lie coming wave and lpuitiix the brakes on the design and iinpleineiitatlon of iicw 
roftwaie 1-elattYl 10 If scei1lS 111 ad\lsed 

11 
lobbying effons will not encourage the FCC to tuii a blind eye to the needs and desuesoftlle co~xmm I 
would 1x1~s I o  szt: f td lc l  dcvelolm1en~ xquelchd 

I ~ i n d c ~ ~ i a i i c  h e  need to piiJ1rc: c q q i  igiii5 I To1 one do not iIlcgally copy cotiipiiteI soflwae Several yeus 
ago I pioduczd a soflwxe piodiicr tlut wab mimetlines ixiated, and I know the fiustratloi) first lmd 
I towwever I don't believe that dic adoption oftlie broadcast flag will discolu-age illegal activity I hnk it will 
maely cutail dr~~lopn~ent and ieasomble use 

lmtl h i  nie to k l i c w  1lut tlir KX. is not aware of diose issues, and i t  i s  my suicere hope that industiy 

R~~r l \ . l l l g  dlglldl IV 011 my conq7urc1 nwy not bc b~lllrtlllllg rildt 1 wlbh tu do Ilext InOlltLl 01 eve11 IlCAt yru-, 
but I do Lw.liebs that the oim~tis sliodd bc <,pen a i d  I w a i t  to expiess ~ n y  opposition to tlie blondcast flag. 

Slllcc.1 cly 

v bl t Ischrl 
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Clu i s  J M i s c i l l r i  
153 I bhyucod St 
Saint Pail, MN 551 17 
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D d e E  ti~ggs 
28x0 I 2 10th Ave SE 
Kent. WA 98042 6803 
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Vu?.cciit McKeiuu 
5118 SW Slavin Kd 
#113 
PoiYlaiid, 01 97279 

NO (hi Broadcast Flags unless i l y o u  wail1 to hut analready failing mdusuies. wlucii inem 1 pay iiiole for 
lcw Y o u  ai tiy and stop the ficc soRu~aic but you woiit be able a id  all LIUS IS  a wastc of wlm little IL'SOIILCC 

u'c have l c l i  I i iw fi~eewae 110 everydux I can and die only reason tlm I S  I S  becwse notlung works tile way I 

W ~ I  it tm. E o  I lwvc to 111cxiify 1iungh diid i f  1 cant iilahe flung w o k  for me die way 1 want them to wnrk. I 
wont h i y  anything 01 watch mytimig. I giiew 1'11 10 stan ieadmgmore book? 

rhou?ands o l  Ameiican coI)suIncrs luve ilheady eqxessed their opposition to the TCCs adoption of a 
"bioadcast flay" I an1 witing to join thcii1 As a usel of olxn-souce s o h w e ,  adoption of the broadcast flag 
will iiieaii alii t u u b l ~  to ~cxxive d igu l  telcvisioti bt-oddcasts on m y  compute1 

Ail~iptiiig ilir bioadcast flag wil l  tihike die FCC siand lo] "I-edeial Conlputer Conuol" wluch I S  outside its 
pioper iole I t  I S  not  h c  FCc's Iplace lo clfcctively cl~oose die wftwae licenses or conqiutei olwiatitiy systems 
that con\.uiicis mifit use 111 ntdri  t o  u a ~ c h  digital television bioadcast on theu conquteis 

/\tlditioidly. adopuon oftlie b ; tdwn  flag will lmni tiuimmon Many useis ofopn-SOLU-ce sofhuaie are 
conipulei ~iropi-~iiunei s and "Iuikci us ' '  who woik 10 i i iqiiove the software Theu coimibutions and conmil 
i i i i i ova t ion is  whnl in&.; olicii-soitice wfiwaic able to compere inti= inarketplace 

l~hr  bioatlca~t flag iule ad\wcated by the MFAA will ban open-source iinpleinentations of VSB ad QAM 
iiiniliilators and demotitlatot s, p ~ e ~ e i ~ ~ u i g  open-sowce piogt'aixnei-s fioiii iruiovatmng 111 field of digtal 
C O n l t l l L U U C m o l l S  ICch l l lq  tlcs uscd by lclc\.lsion 

Mos1 A~na  i cm\  rlssiuiiei dial wlieti wle\,isioii kca i i i r  diplid.  vieweis would be able to do iiivir wid] 
te lev is i i i i i  ~pi~ogiximung, not IC\ Without i i xowt ive  new pioducts a i d  flexibility in the ways consumel s u e  
dble to watcli7V. COIISUI~I~I-T will be less incliiicd to uivest 111 rhr equpxiil lo view diplrd television 
I lict cfme, die bi-oadcast tlag i s  likely io :.lcw adoption ofdifrtal television 111 addiuon to maktilg it  illegal to 

wrl1~11 digital television 011 rl conq~uici using open-souct. wftwzue 11 15 for these ieahoiis 1 luge you to 
liionio~c did digital t e l c ~ i ~ i ) i i  tr,msttioii by opposnlg atlii1,tion of the hoadcast f lag  

Slt lwldy.  

Viticctit McKeiuia 
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Gwrg? Atndt 
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Bob hdvanovsky 
1706 MillbrookCoiut 
Geneva, IL 60134 



1.erf Elrck7eli 
4 I2 Piides KUI 
Lakc inthe IL i l ls ,  IL 60156 
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Ken Belchci 
2h26 N Lakeview $3703 
Chcago. IL 606 I4  1830 
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Wltli the bioadcasi flag you 5eei111o Iw Iigliiiilf: a bank on belulf orthe bioadcasters o m  again - 
LII~II~CCSSLU ily oi1cc again, hewtisc they can eithci comply, 01 g~ ve up the spr~u-um to some OTHER content 
Ipiovidei who will comply' A i d  fu~tliriiiioie you wern to be following tlie iiusgluded colicellis ofthe iiiusic 
I ~ ~ I I I Z S S .  whosc f c i s  kept thcm horn o f k i n g  a product t l l a r  the p ~ h l i c  waited, which caused tlie void to be 
1illt.d by pirates Ilowever iiou' rim tlie i n u w  seivices l u v e  f i w l l y  owered leyltiinate download licenses those 
?;ei-\vice\ aic i ~ p i d l y  piolifeiating Tlicre will still k  son^ theft, but their I S  and will k content d~cfil iowe~ci 
i i  i s  Ipiotccted The qliectioii I S  h n u  much pciialty u.111 k inqmsed onthehoimt to soo th  the ovel-th-top 
k a t c  of L l l c  providei-. wlio. as tlie R I M  Ius  dircoveied, d e s  haw odiet- enforcenuit tools 

AI a citizen illid wewet of broadcast iclcv~sion a i d  one of ~Iic iiltlnmie ouiiers oftilc portion of the bioaticast 
spectrum that it ism. I lugc yoti  IO ilwiida~t: thc digiwl television transition wlthout  lie adoptloll ofthe 
Ihoxlcast flag. 111 e.schatige fol ~oi:tiiiuecl ilccesq t o  d m  spectiiun 

Slllcelely 

<e11 Relchei 
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Kcii Belclia 
2626 N Lakeview ii3703 
Chicago. 1L 60614-1830 
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W i ~ l i  die broadcasl flag you see111 10 k fig.liLing d bank on behrllf ordie bioadcaswis oiicr again - 
~mncusrlui ly  o n e  again. bcouse they can eitlici comply, 01 g ~ v r  up the specuwn tn soiiie OTHERcoiiteiir 
pio~idci who wil l  comply' And tutlicmiore you seem io be following the lrusguded concerns of r i le inuic 
bwiiess, whose tears kept tliein bo112 oErriiig a product tlut the public wanted. whch caused die vord to be 
lillcd by Ipiratcs However iiow' tlut the music scivices luvc finally offiered leg~tmmte download licenses those 
m ~ i c c s  are iapidly prolifeiaung 'Tlieic will s1111 k some thefl. but tlwe i s  a id  wrll be content theft liow?wr 
it I S  111 ritccleil The qimtion i s  how i i i i ich ~pciidiy will lx imposed on tlie hoiicst to smth the  overthe-top 
fcas of the provitlci y who. l is  the R I M  Ius discobered, does habe otlier eiiforcrment twls. 

AS a citizeii and t' icwei oibioatlcast t e l c b i s i o i ~  and o w  of die dunlate owxi's of tlie poortion of the lxoadcast 
speLrlnlin tlwi it ues .  I urge you io mandate die digital television wansition without tlie adopuon of die 
b~oaclc~si flag. 111 e.xchaiige for cominued acces\ to that slyxtrun 

Slllcercl y , 

Ken Helchei 
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calltiin goode 
l l 2 l X  Kline St SW 
Lakewood, WA 98499 

I alii a coinputel hohbyrsi with 6 cluldi-eo wlioiii a e  hobbyist as well I a n  niiployed as a Sectuity Giwrd and 
sani %9 2 5  an hoiu-. I haw Iud to lcani olxn-~ow-cc soRwae m d  Operating System, siiilply k c a u e  I caimot 
aFold tl1c (a1lcl-u 

My chilcl~eii would luw 110 acceFs to inodein cniillxttlilg at a11 if i t  weren't for open-source availability 'They 
h r i w  lcained hiw 10 rioniiluad games mi1 u s t i i l l  nnulators and even \*i.irc snnll \cnpt' Ths  would h a v e  
t i cw  Iwppcned ifwe weic 111iuted hi wlur WE could atIotd. 

1111li t l w  c to ~mplaneiii a "Brooadcact flag" will only htiftle the abilily foi the low iil~oiiie to learii modein 
~piog~miuig I bet diere aveii't mole d m i  il fcw hundied tliomand people who get digital tv  on tiucr conlputns. 
2 ~ 1 1  d i t  i s  a few ii1111io1~ riwe ar'c btuid~mls ornullio~is who will neve1 do i t  So the argument tlwt it I S  a 
liluclal issue IS 111001. 

112LX KlincStSW 

Lakewood. WA 08499 
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